(| 


FFI 


REFLECTIONS 


On the PAPERS 


Deliver'd by Mr. Charnock, Mr. King, and Mr. Key. 
To the SHERIFEFS, 


On the Day of their Execution. 
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Mr. CHERNOCK' Paper. 


H A T I might ayoid diſtcations, and'be Compoſed as muct:; 
© as poſſible at the time of my Execution, thought ic much more 
* © proper to Communicate This to the Sheriffs,than to give my 
, '$ felf the Unedfmeſs of ſpeaking,lexving it ro them to publiſh (if 
© they ſhould think convenient ) for the Ty nk of the World ; and in 
© what I have toſay, Thave: taken as much care as t could to-be ſhort, that 
© I might not loſe time'in my greatelt'Concern. 
© As concerning an Invaſion intended by King Fames upon England, and 
that there was certain Intelligence of ic from Abroad, I preſume every 
body was ſatisfied ; and to the facilitating of which, I own that my {lt 
and ſome others did: agree upon the Undertaking, to Attack the Prince of 
Orange and his Guards, for which I am now to fer: but I think my ſelf 
obliged .by ali the Tyss imagynaþle, both of Conſcience and Honour, 
to declare, That as for'any Order or 'Commiſſjon of King Fames's for 
ATaflinating the Prince of Orange, I neither ſaw; nor knew ot any ; bur 
have had frequent Aſſurances of his having rejected ſuch Propoſals when 
they have been Offer'd. ih 
© 1 confefs I did hear, that there was a Commiſhon arrived for Levying 
© of War, and which was natural to believe, if 'the King was in ſuch a 
readineſs to come over as was reported ; bu it there was any ſuch Aurio- 
© rity as that, I declare I never faw it. 
-© As to what regards the Body of the Roman Cathclicks, EF muſt do them 
this Juſtice, and which I dare be poſitive in, That they had no manner 
of Knowledge of this Deſign, nor.do Ibeteve it was Communicated to 
any other Party of ſuch 'as arg reputed the King's Friends, but carried 
on meerly by a ſmall Number, without the Advice, Conſent, or Privity 
of any Parties whatſoever. hal | | 
* 1 ask forgiveneſs of all the World for wiat Offences or Injuries I have 
© done tothem; and I am (I bles Almighty God ) in perfect Chariry 


* with all Mankind, 
Robert Chernocke. 
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Mr. K I N G's Paper. 


Am now within a Tew Moments of Eternity, brought to this Place by 
I * theJuſt Hand of God in Puniſhment of all my Crimes ; but partici 


* larly of chat, of which I have been lately Arraignd, and for which 


| ſtand here Condemn'd ; but I hope, that Goodneſs of God, which 


© has given ms a Senſe of my Wickednefs, will accept my Repentance, 


* my Ncighbour, « 


and jhew Mercy on me ; which 1 hope tg obtain through the Paſlion 

and Merits of my Redeemer, upon whom | emtirely . catt my Selt. 

* And that 1 may find his Mercy, I think my ſelf oblig'd to doJuſti:: '5 
bo ſo none may ſuffer wrongfully on my account ; and 

therefore as I am ſoon to anſwer the Truth ot what I ſay betore the Tri- 

bunal of God. | 

© I Firft declare, That I never ſaw any Order pr Commiſſon of King 

Fames's promoting the Aſſaflination for which I am Condemp'd : Nei- 

ther do 1 know of any ſuch Order or Commithon. 

* Sccondly, That this Deſign was not undertaken with any General Know- 


© ledge or Approbation of any Body - of. Men, either Catholick or Prote- 
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mn 

Laþly, That I did not engages in it on Preſumption of any King-Killing 
Principles that cou'd juſtifie fuch an Undertaking, but was dtawn into ic 
by my own Raſhnefs and Paflion, for which and all other Sins I heartily 
beſeech God to forgive me. 3 Tc 

* Ard I hope, that ſuch who think the"Misfortune of their Impriſonment 


© or Trouble, is deriv'd from my having been engag'd in this Enterprize, 
© or ſuch to whom it has any ways given Scandal, that they will admit 


mY 


\ 
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me to their Pardon, as 1 freay and heartily forgive all Mankind; In this 


* Diſpoſition of a ſingere OE—_— and true Charity, I commend my 


Soul into the Hands of God, and hope to find Mercy from him. And 
ior this 1 beg all your Prayers. 
Eq, King. 


Mr. K E Y's Paper. 


Am now going to appear before the Living God ; I truſt in his Mercy, 
© that he will forgive all my Sins committed co this laſt Moment of 
my Lite. God is juſt in all his Judgments, and I accept of this Death 
as the Puniſhment of my Iniquiries : I forgive all my Enemies, and hope 
—_— a Hearty Repencance, andthe Merirs of my Saviour, to obtain 
ercy. | 
* Hive Mercy on me, O Father of Mercy, and through thy only Son forgive 


Thomas Key. 


REFLECTIONS, &c. 


T is no ealy task to offer Refleftions on what was deliver*d by Men 
who were to anſwer it very ſoon after, at a great and juſt Tribunal. 
But fince the obſervations, that do Naturally occur from the reading 
theſe Papers, lic heavier on the Cauſe, and Party, and their Religion, 


_ me all my Sins. 


.and Principles, than on the Perſons of theſe unhappy Men, 1 think it is 


a Charity to thePublick to help all readers tore-examine thern, with duearten- 


non ; 


| (2) 
tlon; and to make theſe Reniirks on then, which ire (6 Tuſt and Obviou?! 
that even thoſe, who might read them too haſtily, and with roo much par- 
tiality to obſerve them art firſt, will be forc'd to acknowledge, on a fecond 
— they are Native and Genuine, wichout puttirig any Force or Strain 
on ther. | | 

1. Mr. Charnock and Mr. King do both confefs the Faf?, arid fo they have 
Eſtabliſh'd the Credit of the Witneſſes; bue with remarkable difference, 
that Mr. King bwns that God had given him a ſenſe of his Wickedneſs, and ac- 
knowledges the Fuſt Hand of God in bis Puniſhnient for chat Crime in parti. 
car, and fo defires to find Mercy at his Hand. But Mr. Charmck ſeems 
not to think fo hardiy of his ſhare in that deſigri, he mentions ic without 
any Words condzmning it, or importing that he liad repented of it ; So 
it 15 plain he thought ir was no Sin. It is as p/ain that his Coufe fir thought ſo 
too. For as no Man, who knows the Principles of that Religion, will bs- 
lieve that he would die wichout Abſolution, ſo no Prieſt, who thought it 4 
Mortal Sin, couid give him Abſolucion, without obliging him to confeſs 
&c Guilt, as well as the Fat. And, fince he has not done that, we may 
well conclude; that his Prieſt thought it was no Sin, and fo thought kim 
oblig'd ro make no other Confeſſion; but what might cover the Party. Kcy 
faysnorhing ar all of the matter 3 but a Criminal who dies without denying 
that, for which heis Condemn'd, is prefum'd to confels it. 

2. Both Mr. Charnxk ard Mr. Xing deny that they ſaw or knew of any 
Order or Commiſſion of King; Jatties, for the 4ſ«ſination. Mr. Charnock adds, 
that be has had frequent Aſſurances of bis having rejected ſuch propoſals when they have 
been :ffered, It is no great Honour to a Prince, that any dare make ſuch propo- 
fals to him. We have a King who would treat any that ſhould make ſuch 
Propoſals co Him in fuch a manner, as ſhould forever diſcourage the atrempt 
for the faxure When theſe are frequently made, it ſeems the thing is liked, 
tho? the methods may not be approv'd of, or the time not thoughe proper. 
To be often fo licited is no CharaRter of. a ſevere Virtue. 

But, what is here denied? An Order or Commiſſion for Aſſaſſinaticn, This 
was never affirmed, nor ſo much as ſaſpe&ted. The ward Af.ſination is t00 
hard to be put in any Princes Orders or Commijkens, But a Commiſſion to 
Attack the Prince of Orange (as he calls him) in bis Winter Quarters, Or to 
Seize his Perſon and to fight bis Guards, or to levy War againlt the Perſon of 
the Piince of Orange in England, by all ways and means (after which man- 
ner we are told, the Witneſleſs expreſs themſelves) This is nor denyed by 
Mr. Charmck, therefore it may be prefumed that it is confels'd by him ; 
and the denial of this would have agreed better wich the words chat g9 
before; in which he owns the Underraking ro attack the Prince of Orange 
and bis Guards, Now the natural cloſe of this Period ought to have been (i 
it had Conſiſted with Truth) that he neicher ſaw nor knew of any Order or 
Commifgi n from King James for that Underraking. But he changes the 
word, and puts Aſſaſſating inſtead of ic. It is plain, Mr. Charnock and Mr. 
King, both had a mind to clear King James as far as chey could. Bur cho' 
their Confeſſor might bring them to prevaricats and w uſe art in the 
choice of their laft words, yet they would not dye with a plain lye tn 
their mouths. A Commiſſion to Attack the Prince of Orange, was what 
was mentioned in the depoſition, That is not denied by them, and there- 
fore it is peeſumed to be contefs'd. But, tho? the Undertaking to Attack the 
Prince of Orange and his Guards, is not in exprels words, a Commillion tn 
Aſſoſſinate him ; yet it were ſuſpe&ing of any Man's weaknefs too much 
to go about to prove, that boch in effet are one and the fame thing- 
When the Evidence is made pubiick, ic will then appear what the dero- 
ſitions were, and whether the Proteitations that are made in theſe Papers, 
do contradict them or not In the mean ume here is a poor pretence; 
for the party to give out that the Offenders dy2d dicaring King -m_ 


(4) 
of any Order or Acceſſion to this matter. They do indeed deny 
an Ordes for an Af{ination, which was not in the Depolitions, but tiicy do 
30t deny a Cato for Jittackirg his Perſon, which was mentioned in 
them. They had a mind to fay all they coutd lay, but durit not fay all 
that was neceſſary for the wipeing off fo black animpurtartion. 

3. Mr. Charnock conteilesthat he heard of a Commiſfon for Levying of 17,7, 
tho' he declares be never ſaw 4; in which he docs not contradict the Evi. 
dence, but he ſtudies to repicſ2nt this as coniiltting wich: the defign ci $.ing 
James's coming over, and as of a peice with it He'does not <xplainthe nature 
of thisCommithtion,nor contradict thekvidence thatwas given againſt himle't in 
this particular. The Artifice here is a little too grols not to be cafily obſerved. 
He has already anſwered for it and I wiil urge it no more. | 

4. Ir may be eaſily imagin'd that ſome Perſons were careful enough to 
put them in mind to juſtify the whole pai y,but more particularly the Roman 
Catholicks, and to purge them of any knowledgeof. this deſign or acceflion 
toit. Nobody can imagine a deſign of this nature was to be taiked ot about 
the Town, or to be Communicated ro more than thoſe who were to bein 
lome manner concerned in it,but it cannot be doubted, but that the Party had 
it among them, that an overturning of the preſent conſtitution was very 
near, and very certain; of this ſo many Indications broke out,deliver'd with 
ſuch an air of affurance, and in ſo many different ways and methpds, 
that tho' the party is known ro be very Sanguine (I am forry that this 
word belongs to him in both ſenſes) yer there ſeem?d to be ſomewhat on 
this occaſion, that ſhew'd they depended upon that which was more infallible 
then an Invaſion, for that was to turn on two ſuch nniteady Elements, as 
the Winds and the Seas, that they muſt be very Sanguine indeed, it- they 
could be fo poſitive in a thing that was under ſo many uncertainties. The At 
ſurances with which his deſign was Publiſhed in all parts beyond the Seas. 
The Triumphs that were made uporr it, as fo well laid that ir could not 
fail. And the Medals prepared tor the perperuating the Memory: of it, 
which without ſuch help is not like to be ſoon torgot wiii be upon an other 
occaſion, laid open with ſo much light as will filence all the Contradiction 
of the molt impudent of the Party. One thing is evident, that it the Party 
had not at leaſt ſo much warning given them, as to be ready upon chat 
diſmal Signal to run together, and to fee to their own preſervation,, at lcaſt 
till the French had landed; it was certainlythe moſt barbarous expoſing of them 
all tothe Fury of the Mob that could have been imagined, tor it 1s not to 
be doubted,. but that if they had ſucceeded in that Biack delign of Ailaili- 
nating the King, or as Mr. Charneck words it, of Attacking the Prince of O+ 
range and his Guards, It would have inflamed the Spirit of the Nation to that 
degree, thatthe party if it had not been wellprepar'd and fortill'd wouid have 
been quickly Sacrifc'd in that height ofFury to which ſo inhumane aCrime muſt 
have tranſported both City and Country. Buthow Black and Cruel loever 
theſe deſignes againſt the King, and all his faithful Subje&s might have been. 
Yet we may ſuppoſe, they took more care of their own Friends and Party, 
and that there was warning enough given them, but in what manner that 
was di18, muſt be reterrd ro the ſucceeding Trials, in which there can be 
lictle diſncuiry, ſincethe Truth of the deſign is now become evident beyond 
the p<:itbilicy of Contradiftion. 

5. Mr. King Vindicates himſeif from King-Killng Principles, and Honeſtly 
puts t!:is on his own Raſhneſs and Paſſions, Mr. Charniek it ſeems was not 
within the reach of this, for he thought the King was indeed no King. and fo 
calls him only the &rince of - Orange ; but it is lete to others to Judge what 
difference there is between thoſe who think that King W#i/1;ar4 is not a King, 
and thoſe who think that he is King de Fatto, yer he has ao &igh', no not 
lo much as by Law to be King, 
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